• During 2001, 10 States experienced prison population decreases, led by New Jersey (down 5.5%), followed by Utah (-5.2%), New York (-3.8%), and Texas (-2.8%). Other States had increases, led by West Virginia (up 9.3%), Alaska (8.9%), Idaho (8.5%), Oregon (8.3%), and Hawaii (7.9%).
• Between July 1, 2001, and December 31, 2001 , the number of inmates under State jurisdiction declined by 3,705 inmates (down 0.3%), repeating the same pattern of decline first observed in the last 6 months of 2000.
• The Federal Bureau of Prisons continued to grow rapidly, up 4,205 inmates since midyear 2001. At yearend 2001, the Federal system was the third largest prison system, behind Texas (162, 070) and California (159, 444) . If growth rates remain unchanged, the Federal system will be the largest by yearend 2002.
• At yearend 2001, privately operated facilities housed 91,828 inmates (5.8% of State and 12.3% of Federal inmates); local jails housed 70,681 State and Federal inmates (5.0% of all prisoners).
• On December 31, 2001, State prisons were operating between 1% and 16% above capacity, while Federal prisons were operating at 31% above capacity.
• At yearend 2001, 93,031 women were in State or Federal prisons -6.6% of all prison inmates.
• Since 1995 the number of male prisoners has grown 24% (reaching 1,313,000 in 2001), while the number of female prisoners has increased 36%.
• At yearend 2000, 49% of State prisoners were serving time for violent offenses, up from 46% in 1990.
• Violent offenders accounted for 55% of the increase among male inmates and 33% of the increase among female inmates.
• Among the more than 1.3 million sentenced inmates at yearend 2001, an estimated 441,700 were black males between the ages of 20 and 39. At yearend 2001, 10.0% of black males age 25 to 29 were in prison, compared to 2.9% of Hispanic males and 1.2% of white males in the same age group. Note: Counts include all inmates held in public and private adult correctional facilities. Jail counts for 1995-2001 exclude persons supervised outside of a jail facility. a Number of prison and jail inmates per 100,000 U.S. residents at yearend. Rates for 2000 have been revised using estimates based on the 2000 Census of Population and Housing. b In 1999, 15 States expanded their reporting criteria to include inmates held in privately operated correctional facilities. For comparisons with previous years, the State count 1,137,544 and the total count 1,869,169 should be used. c Total counts include Federal inmates in non-secure privately operated facilities (6,515 in 2001 and 6,143 in 2000 Incarceration rates prior to yearend 2000 were based on population estimates using the 1990 Census of Population and Housing. The rate at yearend 1999 was 476 per 100,000. However, if the 2000 census had been used to estimate the yearend 1999 resident population, the revised incarceration rate would have been 463.
Of the 12 States with rates greater than that for the Nation at yearend 2001, 8 were in the South, 2 were in the West, and 2 were in the Midwest. Two States C Maine (127) and Minnesota (132) C had rates that were less than a third the national rate. The District of Columbia, a wholly urban jurisdiction, was not calculated due to the transfer of responsibility of sentenced felons to the Federal system.
Since 1995 the number of sentenced prisoners per 100,000 residents has risen from 411 to 470. During this period, incarceration rates rose most in the South (from 483 to 526) and West (from 358 to 408). The rate in the Midwest rose from 310 to 370, and the rate in the Northeast grew slightly from 301 to 304. The number of sentenced Federal prisoners per 100,000 U.S. residents increased from 32 to 48.
Since 1995 the sentenced inmate population in State prisons has grown 21% (table 5). During this period 10 States increased their sentenced inmate populations by at least 50%, led by North Dakota (up 87%), Idaho (up 81%), and Oregon (up 75%). Between 1995 and 2001 the Federal system reported an additional 52,846 inmates sentenced to more than year, an increase of 63%.
--Not calculated, because of changes in reporting procedures. a Growth may be slightly overestimated due to a change in reporting from custody to jurisdiction counts. Since 1995 the annual rate of growth of the female inmate population has averaged 5.2%, higher than the 3.7% average increase in the number of male inmates. While the total number of male prisoners has grown 24% since 1995, the number of female prisoners has increased 36%. By yearend 2001 women accounted for 6.6% of all prisoners, up from 6.1% in 1995.
Relative to their number in the U.S. resident population, men were about 15 times more likely than women to be incarcerated in a State or Federal 
Prison capacity measures vary
Prison capacity and the extent of crowding are difficult to determine because of the absence of uniform measures for defining capacity. Jurisdictions apply a variety of capacity measures to reflect both the available space to house inmates and the ability to staff and operate an institution. To estimate the capacity of their prisons, jurisdictions were asked to supply three measures for yearend 2001: rated, operational, and design capacities. These measures were defined as follows:
Rated capacity is the number of beds or inmates assigned by a rating official to institutions within the jurisdiction.
Operational capacity is the number of inmates that can be accommodated, based on a facility's staff, existing programs, and services.
Design capacity is the number of inmates that planners or architects intended for the facility.
Of the 51 reporting jurisdictions, 28 supplied a rated capacity; 42, an operational capacity; and 33, a design capacity (table 10) .
Nineteen jurisdictions provided only 1 measure or the same figure for each measure they reported. For the 28 jurisdictions with more than 1 reported type of capacity, estimates of population as a percent of capacity are based on the highest and lowest figures provided.
States and Federal system operating at or above highest capacity
Prisons generally require reserve capacity to operate efficiently. Dormitories and cells need to be maintained and repaired periodically, special housing is needed for protective custody and disciplinary cases, and space may be needed to cope with emergencies.
At yearend 2001, 26 States reported that they were operating at or below 99% of their highest capacity (table  10) . Twenty-two States and the Federal prison system reported operating at 100% or more of their highest capacity. Rhode Island, which was operating at 86% of its highest capacity, reported the lowest percent of capacity occupied. California and Montana operating at 91% over their lowest reported capacity, had the highest percent of capacity occupied. 
U.S. Territories held 15,852 inmates in 2001
The U.S. Territories and Commonwealths C American Samoa, Guam, Northern Mariana Islands, Puerto Rico, and Virgin Islands C reported 15,852 inmates under the jurisdiction of their prison systems at yearend 2001, a decrease of 1.7% since 2000 (table  14) .
Prisoners with a sentence of more than 1 year totaled 11,910 (or three-quarters of the total territorial prison population). Since 1995 the number of sentenced prisoners held in U.S. Territories has grown 28%, compared to the 21% increase in the number of sentenced State prisoners.
Relative to the resident populations in the Territories, the rate of incarceration was 271 prisoners per 100,000 residents C less than two-thirds of the combined rate of the 50 States and the District of Columbia. Of the 5 Territories, the U.S. Virgin Islands had the highest prison incarceration rate (339 inmates per 100,000 residents), followed by Puerto Rico (with 278).
Puerto Rico, the largest of the Territories, had the most sentenced prisoners (10, 997 46% of all inmates with sentences of more than 1 year, while white non-Hispanic inmates accounted for 36% and Hispanic inmates, 16%.
Although the total number of sentenced inmates rose sharply (up 82% between 1990 and 2001) , there were only small changes in the racial and Hispanic composition of the inmate population. At yearend 2001, black males (585,800) outnumbered white males (449, 200) and Hispanic males (199,700) among inmates with sentences of more than 1 year (table  15) . More than 43% of all sentenced inmates were black males.
An estimated 10% of black males, age 25-29, in prison in 2001
When incarceration rates are estimated separately by age group, black males in their twenties and thirties are found to have high rates relative to other groups (table 16) . Expressed in terms of percentages, 10.0% of black non-Hispanic males age 25 to 29 were in prison on December 31, 2001, compared to 2.9% of Hispanic males and about 1.2% of white males in the same age group. Although incarceration rates drop with age, the percentage of black males age 45 to 54 in prison in 2001 was still nearly 2.7% C only slightly lower than the highest rate (2.9%) among Hispanic males (age 25 to 29) and more than twice the highest rate (1.3%) among white males (age 30 to 34).
Female incarceration rates, though substantially lower than male incarceration rates at every age, reveal similar racial and ethnic disparities. Black non-Hispanic females (with an incarceration rate of 199 per 100,000) were more than 3 times as likely as Hispanic females (61 per 100,000) and 5 times more likely than white nonHispanic females (36 per 100,000) to be in prison on December 31, 2001. These differences among white, black, and Hispanic females were consistent across all age groups.
Growth linked to increasing number of inmates in State prison for violent and drug offenses
Between 1990 and 2000 the distribution of the four major offense categories C violent, property, drug, and public-order offenses C changed slightly among State prisoners. The percent held for property and drug offenses dropped while the percent held for violent and public-order offenses rose. In absolute numbers, an estimated 589,100 inmates in State prison at yearend 2000 were held for violent offenses, 158,700 for robbery, 156,300 for murder, 116,800 for assault, and 113,900 for rape and other sexual assaults (table 17) . In addition, 238,500 inmates were held for property offenses, 251,100 for drug offenses, and 124,600 for public-order offenses. (table 18) . As a percentage of the total growth, violent offenders accounted for 53% of the growth; drug offenders 20%; property offenders 12%; and publicorder offenders 15%.
Sources of growth differ among men and women and among white, black, and Hispanic inmates
The increasing number of violent offenders accounted for 55% of the total growth among male inmates and 33% among female inmates. Drug offenders accounted for a larger portion of the total growth among female inmates (33%), compared to 19% among male inmates.
The increasing number of property offenders accounted for a slightly higher percent of the growth among female inmates (19%) than male inmates (12%).
Although the number of public-order offenders rose sharply, they accounted for only 15% of the total growth among male inmates and 16% of the growth among female inmates.
The sources of population growth also differed among white, black, and Hispanic prisoners. Overall, the increasing number of drug offenses accounted for 27% of the total growth among black inmates, 7% of the total growth among Hispanic inmates, and 15% of the growth among white inmates (table 19) . Violent offenders accounted for the largest source of growth for all groups C among white State inmates (49%), black inmates (52%), and Hispanic inmates (69%). Overall, the percentage of violent Federal inmates declined from 17% to 10%. While the number of offenders in each major offense category increased, the number incarcerated for a drug offense accounted for the largest percentage of the total growth (59%), followed by public-order offenders (32%).
Prisoners in 2001

Methodology
National Prisoner Statistics
The Bureau of Justice Statistics (BJS), with the U.S. Census Bureau as its collection agent, obtains yearend and midyear counts of prisoners from departments of correction in each of the 50 States, the District of Columbia, and the Federal Bureau of Prisons.
In an effort to collect comparable data from all jurisdictions, National Prisoner Statistics (NPS) distinguishes prisoners in custody from those under jurisdiction. 
Military Corrections Statistics
BJS obtains yearend counts of prisoners in the custody of U.S. military authorities from the Department of Defense Corrections Council. In 1994 the council, comprised of representatives from each branch of military service, adopted a standardized report (DD Form 2720) with a common set of items and definitions. This report provides information on persons held in U.S. military confinement facilities inside and outside the continental United States, by branch of service, sex, race, Hispanic origin, conviction status, sentence length, and offense. It also includes data on the number of facilities, and their design and rated capacities.
NPS jurisdiction notes
Alaska C Prisons and jails form one integrated system. All NPS data include jail and prison populations. Counts exclude individuals in electronic and special monitoring programs.
Arizona C Population counts are based on custody data. Counts exclude 332 sentenced males and 27 sentenced females housed in local jails who were awaiting transfer to the DOC.
The definition of operational capacity has changed to include temporary beds and double bunks used in situations of crowding.
Arkansas C During the year, the DOC took control of two facilities previously managed by a private company.
California C Population counts include felons and civil addicts who are temporarily absent, such as in court, jail or hospital. Rated capacity excludes contract beds.
Colorado
Florida C Population counts are based on custody data, including inmates in privately operated facilities.
Georgia C Population counts are based on custody data, including inmates in privately operated facilities.
Facilities in Georgia are not given rated or design capacities.
Hawaii C Prisons and jails form one integrated system. All NPS data include jail and prison populations.
Idaho C Rated capacity is defined as 100% of the maximum capacity; operational capacity as 95% of the maximum (except in one facility which is 100%).
Illinois C Population counts are based on jurisdiction data. Counts of inmates with a sentence of more than 1 year include an undetermined number with a sentence of 1 year.
Iowa C Population counts are based on custody data. Counts of inmates with a sentence of more than 1 year include an undetermined number with a sentence of 1 year or less.
Kansas C Population counts of inmates with a sentence of more than 1 year include an undetermined number with a sentence of 1 year or less.
Louisiana C Counts are as of December 26, 2001. Operational capacity is based on day-to-day operations. Rated and operational capacities include contractual work release facilities.
Population counts include 14,826 males and 1,224 females housed in local jails as a result of a partnership with the Louisiana Sheriffs' Association and local authorities.
Maryland C Design capacity is no longer reported because of renovations and other changes. Operational capacity was estimated by applying a percentage to the population count on December 31, 2001.
Massachusetts C By law, offenders may be sentenced to terms of up to 2½ years in locally operated jails. Such offenders are included in counts and rates for local jails. About 6,200 inmates with sentences of more than 1 year were held in local jails in 2000.
Counts include 420 inmates housed in local jails and 86 inmates held in another State due to crowding in State prison facilities.
Michigan C Jurisdiction counts exclude 237 inmates held in local jails.
Operational capacity includes institution and camp net capacities and populations in community programs.
Mississippi C Operation and design capacities include private prison capacities and exclude local county jails and county regional facilities.
Missouri C Design capacities are not available for older prisons. Operational capacity is defined as the number of available beds including those temporarily off-line.
Montana C Counts include 251 inmates under intensive supervision in the community and 26 inmates housed in local jails awaiting transfer to a State facility.
Capacity figures exclude 3 county operated regional prisons (an estimated 610 beds) and a State operated boot camp (60 beds).
Nebraska C Operational capacity is defined as stress capacity (or 125% of design capacity), which is ordered by the governor and set by the Department of Corrections.
Nevada C Rated capacity is defined as emergency capacity. Design capacity is defined as one bed per cell. Capacity figures include 500 beds in a private facility.
New Jersey C Population counts of inmates with a sentence of more than 1 year include an undetermined number with a sentence of 1 year.
Rated and operational capacity figures are not maintained. Ohio C Population counts of inmates with a sentence of more than 1 year include an undetermined number with a sentence of 1 year or less.
New Mexico
Oklahoma C Population counts of inmates with a sentence of more than 1 year include an undetermined number with a sentence of 1 year.
Capacity figures include private prisons and contract jails.
Oregon C Under a new law, inmates with under a 1 year maximum sentence remain under the control of local counties.
Rated and design capacities are not recognized.
Pennsylvania C Custody counts include inmates in contracted group homes.
In April 2001 the definition of rated capacity was changed, based on the "Multiple Occupancy Strategy" which allows for housing more than 1 inmate per cell/dormitory in 80% of the housing units and 1 inmate per cell in 20% of units.
Rhode Island C Prisons and jails form one integrated system. All NPS data include jail and prison populations.
South Carolina C Population counts include unsentenced inmates on Youthful Offender Act observation status, of which there were none on December 31, 2001.
South Dakota C Operational capacity is planned capacity. Rated and design capacities are not recognized.
Tennessee C Population counts of inmates with a sentence of more than 1 year include an undetermined number with a sentence of 1 year.
Texas C Jurisdiction counts include inmates serving time in a pre-parole transfer (PPT) or intermediary sanctions facility (ISF), substance abuse felony punishment facility (SAFPF), temporary releases to counties, and paper ready inmates in local jails.
Capacity figures include public, privately operated and county contracted facilities that are state funded. Non-contracted county jail beds are excluded.
Utah C Custody counts exclude inmates held in county jails.
Vermont C Prisons and jails form one integrated system. All NPS data include jail and prison populations. Population counts are jurisdiction counts that include inmates housed in other States but exclude inmates on furlough or intermediate sanctions. Rated capacity is the DOC count of beds, which takes into account the number of inmates that can be accommodated based on staff, programming, services and design.
Washington C A recently revised law allows increasing numbers of inmates with sentences of less than 1 year to be housed in prison.
Wisconsin C Jurisdiction counts include 388 temporary probation or parole placements, 68 persons on escape status, and 14 persons in home residence under the Intensive Sanctions Program.
Operational capacity excludes contracted local jails, Federal, other State, and private facilities.
